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Brief Biography – Faye McCarthy RN 
 
Faye McCarthy graduated from the University of Alberta Hospitals School of Nursing in 
1982.  
 
Faye started her career in the Intensive and Coronary Care Units. She excelled there. In 
addition to her terrestrial nursing duties, Faye became a nurse for the Shock Trauma Air 
Rescue Society (STARS). She was the nurse that went out with the rescue helicopters to 
fetch critically ill patients and bring them back to the tertiary care hospital. Her expertise 
was quickly recognized, and she was made a charge nurse for the Intensive and Coronary 
Care Units. 
 
Faye joined the Pacemaker Clinic (long before it became the Cardiac Implantable Electrical 
Device Clinic) in 1998. She quickly assumed a leadership role in the development and 
growth of the clinic. She led the development of satellite CIED clinics within Calgary to 
deliver the necessary patient care closer to a patient’s home. Her leadership has been 
formally recognized as the Co-Lead Nurse for the Foothills Medical Centre CIED Clinic. 
 
Faye has served on, and led, several working group to implement same day discharge for 
device implants, protocols to allow for MRI scans in our non-conditional patients, and 
remote monitoring follow-up protocols to deliver in a patient-centric manner. 
 
Over the years, Faye has been a member of the Heart Rhythm Society, and more recently 
the Canadian Heart Rhythm Society. She has attended multiple annual scientific sessions 
over the years. 
 
Faye has served as the local Research Coordinator for several groundbreaking CIED 
studies from VPS & VPS2 (pacing in vasovagal syncope), RASP (septal vs. apical pacing), 
LSS-4 (quadripolar LV leads), RAID (ranolazine for VT suppression), ATLAS (S-ICD), 
CASPER-HIRO, and currently Left vs. Left. 
 
In her two decades of leadership, Faye has helped to develop many of the patient 
education materials that have been used by the patients in Southern Alberta, the interior of 
British Columbia and southern Saskatchewan. These materials are still the foundation for 
much of the patient education materials that we use to this day. 
 
In this time, Faye has helped to train generations of cardiac electrophysiologists over 
almost 30 years. She has always done so with an unassuming style – educating the fellows 
without demeaning or belittling them.   
 
 


